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GUTTAG BROTHERS 
NEW YORK 


GAROLD W. TAPP 


GREER, S. C. 


August 5, 1926. 


Gentlemen:=~ 


Would you be interested in purch 


nge\the money 
press and one set of dies used by 


Bechtlier of Ritherfordton, 


yis outfit, and the owner 
ave no idea of its value. 


so that the dies can be changed 
.dJe all his coins on this press. 

: i or not this press was used by 
altho it\is ssible that it was. I have in my 
rowed), one set of the dies which are the ones 
ollar ($1) gold coins were made. It is just 
ar cut of this coin illustrated in your 
e Americas", This set of dies are the only 
and it is not known by present owner who 


Trusting to hear from you at an early date in 
regard to this matter, I am 


Very truly yours, 


(SIGNED) GARROLD W. TAPP. 


GUTTAG BROTHERS 
NEW YORK 


GAROLD W. TAPP 


GREER, 8. C. 


September 23rd, 1926. 


Dear Sirss- 


As per ny let 
shipped on Monday, Sept. 2 
fit used by A. 
gold. I routed tké Lpn via Seaboard to 
Portsmouth, ) 


This shipment 
aturdeay, but will not 
very before Monday morning. 


sprong enough to hold it. However, I 

the’ problem by bracing case inside and also 

he/press in box so that it could not move 
around. so packed good with straw, etc. The case 
will be a little hard to open but it was necessary 
that same be packed securely this way. Thé-iron bar 
for turning press was shipped loose. This bar is 
not much for looks, but I feel sure that it served 
the purpose of leverage well. The dies I am mailing 
today by insured mail, as they were somewhat small 
and I was afraid to put in box with press. These 
Should reach you with this letter. 


Very truly yours, 


(SIGNED) GAROLD W. TAPP. 


GUTTAG BROTHERS 
NEW YORK 


GAROLD W. TAPP 
GREER, S. C. 


August 27th, 1926. 


Dear Sirs:s- 
of the 15th, regarding 


8 by A. Bechtler of 
of Carolina gold 


to note that you would 
a gift to some society, 
possession of some such 


Very truly yours, 


(SIGNED ) GAROLD W. TAPP. 


GUTTAG BROTHERS 
NEW YORK 


September 29th, 1926. 


lip, Garold W. Tapp, 
Greer, S. C. 


Dear Sir:- 


Could you notgZivevus\a little moke 
history of this Press? “J Nant’ to prepare 
a little "ritht-up" re 
like to know the name o hx st/fowner and where 
it came from. this does pfi we expect to 
communicate dlp th the patty, --~ we just want 
to have a 1 utéevesting information concerning 
the outfit. 


5, and 10 Dollar dies. 
many as possible and 
@., 205 tS aE we would 


Very truly yours, 


16th January, 1928 


‘Mr. Carola ¥. Tavp. 
Greer, §.C. 
Dear Sir: 


A ahort time ago, Mr. Julius Guttag presented 
us with the press formerly owned by the Lechthera. Ye 
Would very much like tc have what histery yeu may know 
or have ecencerning this: where and in what farmiiy it 
has heen, and any other information you might have. 


Very truby yours, 


Curator 


GAROLD W. TAPP 


IMPORTER AND DEALER IN 


FOREIGN COINS, PAPER MONEY, CURIOS, RELICS 


GREER, S. C. January 25th 1928 
Mr. Howland Wood,€urator 
The American Numismatic Soc. 
New York, N.Y. 
Dear Sir: 

Replying to yours of the 18th in regard to the 
Bechtler outfit that I sold Mr. Julius Guttag. Was pleased 
to learn that Mir. Guttag has presented this relic to you, 
for I know that it is in good hands --and in the posession 
of collectors that will appreciate same. 

Some months ago a neighbor of mine kept telling me 
that his father had a money press and a set of dies for the 
making of coins. He did not know when, where or how used. 

I succeeded in getting him to borrow the dies for me, and 
upon inspection | found that same was the dies for the 41 
Bechtler coin. I bélieved that the outfit was the Bechtler 
outfit when he first mentioned the matter to me, but was not 
Sure until I inspected dies. Later I went to his fathers 
many miles up in the country, where I bought same and sent 
on to ir. Guttag. When purchasing ir. Guttag stated that 

he wanted the outfit for the purpose of giving a Society he 
had in mind, and on that account he got outfit at a rea 
bargain. 

The history of the press since the Bechtlers parted 
With same is unknown. At the time of the Bechtlers and for 
many years after, there was no railroads in this section and 
all freight, moving, etc. was carried on by wagons and wagon 
trains. It seems as if Mir. Gus Greene (whom I bought outfit 
from) secured same from the estate of his father. His father 
did much hauling and wagoning and Mir. Greene states that he 
docs not know where -- out that his father got the outfit in 
his moving around. Where he secured same is a mystery. It has 
been in the Greene family for years, and years. I would not 
be surprised if lir. Greenes family has not owned same for at 
leest 50 years, if not more. When I bought outfit --the press 
waS under a large mecupponing (?) vine, and was being used 
as an anvil, nut cracking block, etc.etc. and you will note 
that the steel used in press is of the hardest kind. The handle 
he was using as a post in the pasture. The dies he valued much 
and had them packed carefully away in his personal trunk. 

Am Sorry that I cannot give you any other information on the 
outift —— but the where-abouts of same seem to be ga mystery. 
it has been claimed that the original Bechtler press was in 
the collection of the State Historical Commission Raleigh,W.C 
= a . ’ »N.C, 
abd have also advised me that the dies were there also. However 
Shae che Malcer up with Colonel Vlds of the Commission and he 
States that the only part of the working outfit they have is the 
half set (1 pe other missing), of the >D die, 

De 000, I ain now in correspondence with several people 
regara to the Jechtlers, and have much information packed 


— --Some confusing --and I am trying te straighten the thing 
out, : 


| so as to write an article for the Numismatist on the Becht ers. 
sep Seas would care for a copy when I Very truly yours, 
ma. 5 in. sav t TC ei ee = , se f 


in 


Z0th January, 1928 


Mr. Garola ¥. Tapp, 
Greer, 3.0. 


Dear Sir: 

Thank you very much for the info mation conveyed 
in your letter of January 25th. I am giad to ksarn every- 
thing you know about the Pechtler press, and greatiy 
appreciate your courtesy in sending me these details. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


Ghe American Numismatic Association 


Organized 1891—Federal Charter Granted 1912 


T. JAMES CLARKE, President Pe oretiaceae BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
38 Charles Street, Jamestown, N. Y. T. JAMES CLARKE, Chairman 
HERBERT W. WALKER, Ist Vice Pres. 38 Charles Street, Jamestown, N. Y. 


R. F. D. 3, Warren, Ohio MORITZ WORMSER 
GEORGE L. ANDREWS, 2nd Vice Pres. __ 95 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
68 E. Dominion Blvd., Columbus, Ohio L. W. HOFFECKER 


CHARLES W. FOSTER, Librarian and ral 0 1514 Montana Street, El Paso, Texas 
Curator, 100 Astor Drive, Rochester, N. Y. ISH WILLIAM A. PHILPOTT, Jr. 
Ay | 


CO 
OQ 
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GEORGE H. BLAKE, Treasurer exas Bankers Ass’n, Dallas, Texas 
12 Highland Ave., Jersey City, N. J. NELSON T. THO 


RSON 
HARRY T. WILSON, Gen’! Secretary 306 South 19th Street, Omaha, Neb. 
35 North Sawyer Ave., Garfield Park 
Station, Chicago, III. 


Busi ; 
PRajanager, 4215 Fernhill Avenue Office of the STATE SECRETARY 
Baltimore, Md. 
Greer, South Carolina 
June 88, 1937 


Mr. Howland Wood 
% ‘the American Numis. Society 
New York City 


Dear Mr. Wood: 


You will probably recall me as we exchanged 
several letters some few years ago regarding the Bechtler 
press and one set of dies 1 located, secured and sold to 
Mr. Juliua Guttag as he wished same fer. ANS muoseun. 


Nr. Wood some days ago a party toid me that 
geome years ago he saw and was offered at a very reasonable 
price the assayers (7) scales that were once owned and 
used by Templeton Reid. He said it was likely same were 
still in the family that had them at the time he saw then, 
Altho not wealthy the family is one of the old §.C.families 
and the pason telling me of same stated that the owners 
were truthful people and he would not doubt the statement 
as the scales had been in the family for several generations, 
and that price they stated they would sell for (altho did 
not appear anxious to sell), was about market price for an 
ordinary pair of scales of that type. 

Do you feel that such an item as this, without any kind of 
proof, would be desired by any museum or collector ? Should 

£ pass thru that section of SC 1 hope to stop by and trace 

up scales, and if same offered for sale at a reasonable 

price 1 will buy them, Should you think they would be of 
historic value to a museum or collector without dooumentary 
proof, then perhaps i can arrange to make a special trip and 
round them up. Any advice yourmay give will be appreciated. 


Back to the Bechtler subject. Has the ANS any 
photographs of the Bechtler press ? i failed to have any 
Ell when owned by me, and if available would be pleased to 
get one. 

Last but not least. 1 have been told that you 
are the author of a booklet on coins of the Mexican 
Hevolutioniets, 1 am interested in this subject, and would 


be pleased to have you advise me about your publication. 
What is the price 7? 


With best am 
NUMISMATICS: The Science and Study of Coins, Money and Medals and the Historical Spy i ahe 3 And : 
their Rulers through the Medium of their Coinage Curs ik LE; 


Garold W, Tapp 


June 30, i937 


Mr, Gerold W. Tapp, 
Greer, 8. 0, 


Dear Mr. Tapp 


I very much doubt if we wouid be very much interested in 
the scales belonging to Templeton Reid as at the present time we 
are somewhat short of money and whet little we do have we 
decote to coins. I am, however, kesping your letter aside and will 
see if I can find anybody who aight be interested or find Someone who 
might be willing to purchase the scales for us. 


I really dowbt I can do much until I know they are actually 
for sale end the price desired. 


Under separnte cover I am enclosing the only print we have 
of the Bechtler coinage press. Unfortunately we took this without 
the yarderms on it. 


The price of the Coinage of the Mexican Revolutionists 
that I wrote and which the Society published in 1928 is $2.50. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HW ks 


